Protecting the Edwards Aquifer:
A Scientific Consensus

Introduction

The Edwards Aquifer is an irreplaceable natural resource. The Aquifer pro-
vides water for drinking, business, agriculture, and recreation; for essential
streamflows for river and estuary ecosystems downstream of the major spring
outflows (at Comal, San Marcos, Barton, Hueco, Salado, and elsewhere); and
for necessary habitat for over fifty species of plants and animals found in _
Central Texas and nowhere else in the world. ;

There is broad public support to protect and manage the Edwards Aquifer
so that it will continue to provide high-quality water for future generations
of Texans. Protecting the Aquifer requires public and private action based
on sound science. The following statements and recommendations reflect
the common views of the undersigned scientists, engineers, and planners.
These individuals are familiar with the best scientific information about the
Edwards Aquifer.







